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Never has one 
“father of the bride’ 
been so bewildered/ 


She's going to 
marry off her daughter 
if it takes Rex's last cent/ 
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LAUNCHING A DEBUTANTE INTO SOCIETY: 


Rex Harrison and Kay Kendall are the husband and wife who 
launch their daughter into London society in MGM’s “The Reluc- 
tant Debutante,” filmization of the stage success. Sandra Dee 
plays the debutante, who lands the catch of the season—John 
Saxon. The laugh- filled romantic comedy was directed by Vincente 
(‘Gigi’) Minnelli. 


Still 1730-35 The Reluctant Debutante Mat 2-B 


HE OVERCOMES A “RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 


Teen-age favorites John Saxon and Sandra Dee fall in love in 
“The Reluctant Debutante,’’ MGM comedy-drama with Rex Harri- 
son and Kay Kendall heading the stellar cast. The filmization of 
the Broadway stage hit was filmed in CinemaScope and color on 
locations in Paris, under the direction of Vincente (“‘Gigi’’) 


Minnelli. 


The Reluctant Debutante Mat 2-A 


REX HARRISON 
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KAY KENDALL 
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Kay Kendall, hit star of “Les 
Girls,” has another captivating ace 
role as the youthful mother de- — 
termined to make a brilliant 
match for her daughter in “The 
Reluctant Debutante.” Rex Har- 
rison (Miss Kendall’s husband 
in private life) portrays her 
spouse in the MGM film, which 
also stars teen-age favorites 
John Saxton and Sandra Dee, 
and Angela Lansbury. 


Harrison plays his first 
screen role since his sensational 
success in ““My Fair Lady” in the 
new MGM romantic comedy, 
“The Reluctant Debutante.”’ 
Also starred are Kay Kendall 
(Mrs. Harrison in private life), 
teen-age favorites John Saxon 
and Sandra Dee, and Angela 
Lansbury. 


Still 2790 
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REX HARRISON, KAY KENDALL, JOHN SAXON, SANDRA DEE STAR 
IN MGM'S SPARKLING SOCIETY COMEDY, “THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 


Rex Harrison in his first role since 
his triumph in “My Fair Lady,” Kay 
Kendall (Mrs. Harrison in private 
life) in a characterization even fun- 
nier than her hit in “Les Girls,” and 
teen-age favorites John Saxon and 
Sandra Dee are the stars of MGM’s 
new hit, “The Reluctant Debutante.” 

Based on the London and New York 
stage success, this hilarious romantic 
comedy is inspired by the quest from 
time immemorial of parents for suit- 
able husbands for their debutante 
daughters. 

In this case the parents are British 
Jimmy and Sheila Broadbent (Harri- 
son and Miss Kendall), who have re- 
turned to London after living in the 
States, with their seventeen-year-old, 
American-born daughter, Jane (San- 
dra Dee), and who at the insistence 
of Sheila are resolved to present their 
daughter to London society and to 
make a brilliant match for her. 

Among the difficulties to be over- 


come are Jane’s apathy to the idea 
(she’d rather be with her horse on 
their Connecticut farm); the deter- 
mined efforts of Sheila’s old friend, 
Mabel Claremont (Angela Lansbury) 
to win David Fenner, lieutenant in the 
Royal Horse Guards, for Clarissa, her 
debutante daughter (over Sheila's 
dead body!); and, most anguishing 
obstacle of all, Jane’s attraction to 
David Parkson (John Saxon), Ameri- 
can drummer in the society orchestra 
which plays at the coming-out balls. 

The frenzied efforts of Sheila to 
entangle the wealthy Fenner, who 
bores Jane to distraction, and the 
equally determined counter-maneuvers 
and even a double-cross upon the part 
of Mabel Claremont lead up to a 
climax in which Jane and the drummer 
take the situation in their own hands 
in a surprise denouement which leaves 
everybody (including the rival debu- 
tantes and their respective mothers) 
happy. 

The debonair and dry-humored Rex 


Harrison has a role right up his alley 
as the tolerant father who looks on 
this whole procedure of husband- 
chasing with lifted eyebrows. Miss 
Kendall, as the ambitious mama who 
declares open season on all of Lon- 
don’s eligible men, also has a made- 
to-order role. She has another drinking 
scene which rivals that of her memo- 
rable alcoholic sequence of “Les Girls,” 
and she does a rock ’n roll number with 
Harrison which will be equally hard to 
forget. As the young lovers, Saxon and 
Miss Dee, in their third picture to- 
gether, will solidify their standing as 
the screen’s most popular teen-age 
team. 

An Avon Production for MGM, 
produced in CinemaScope and color by 
Pandro S. Berman, whose most recent 
hit was “The Brothers Karamazov,” 
“The Reluctant Debutante’ was di- 
rected by Vincente (“Gigi’’?) Minnelli 
from a screen play by William Douglas 
Home, based on his stage hit. The com- 
edy was filmed in Paris. 


BRIEF 
SUMMARY 


A sparkling comedy with one of the 
year’s most dazzling star casts is pre- 
sented on the screen in “The Reluctant 
Debutante,” based on the London and 


Broadway stage hit by William Douglas 
Home, and starring Rex Harrison, in 
his first movie appearance since his 
smash success in “My Fair Lady”; 
Kay Kendall of “Les Girls” fame; 
teen-age favorites John Saxon and 
Sandra Dee, and Angela Lansbury. 

A romantic story highlighted by 
witty dialogue and laugh situations, 
“The Reluctant Debutante” revolves 
about a young American girl who makes 
her debut in London society and who 
thwarts her parents’ plans to have her 
marry an English aristocrat when she 
falls in love with an American drum- 
mer. Harrison and Miss Kendall (hus- 
band and wife in private life) portray 
the amusingly frustrated parents, with 
Saxon and Miss Dee as the youthful 
romancers. 

The picture was filmed in Paris, in 
CinemaScope and color, under the 
direction of Vincente (“Gigi”) Muin- 
nelli. An Avon Production for MGM, 
it was produced by Pandro S. Berman. 


CAST 


Jimmy Broadbent -................... Rex Harrison 
Sheila Broadbent ___..........--..... Kay Kendall 
DavidiiParksonecrn<. see oe cee John Saxon 
JanesBroadbenti-2.2.- eee Sandra Dee 
Mabel Claremont ____.......... Angela Lansbury 
DaYiRenner --2-<.- 2 te. - ce seernene 2 Peter Myers 
Clarissa Claremont -.. -............. Diane Clare 


Directed by Vincente Minnelli. Produced by 
Pandro S. Berman. Screen Play by William 
Douglas Home. Based on a play by William 
Douglas Home. In CinemaScope and Metro- 
color. An Avon Production. Released by 
MGM, 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) . .. After an 
absence of many years, Jimmy and Sheila 
Broadbent (REX HARRISON and KAY KEN- 
DALL) return to London to present their 
seventen-year-old, American-born daugh- 
ter, Jane (SANDRA DEE), to society. Among 
the difficulties to be overcome are Jane's 
apathy to being placed on the marriage 
block; the determined efforts of Sheila's 
old friend, Mabel Claremont (ANGELA 
LANSBURY) to win wealthy David Fenner 
(PETER MYERS) for Clarissa (DIANE CLARE), 
her debutante daughter; and Jane's attrac- 
tion fo David Parkson (JOHN SAXON), 
American drummer in the orchestra which 
plays at the coming out balls. The efforts of 
Sheila to entangle Fenner, and the equally 
determined counter-maneuvers of Mabel 
Claremont lead to a climax in which Jane 
and Parkeson take the situation in their 
own hands in a surprise denouement which 
leaves everybody, including the rival debu- 
tantes and their respective mothers, happy. 


“Drooling” Dresses 


The gowns created by Hollywood 
designer Helen Rose for Sandra 
Dee in MGM’s “The Reluctant 
Debutante” will have every teen- 
ager drooling. 


Most of the fifteen changes are 
party clothes which range from 
short, filmy afternoon dresses to 
evening gowns befitting a fairy tale 
princess. 


Kay Kendall, heading the cast 
with Rex Harrison, and portraying 
Miss Dee’s young mother, also has 
a dazzling wardrobe as a London 
society woman. Her clothes were 
designed by Paris’ famed couturier, 
Pierre Balmain. 


STUDENTS IN PARIS 
WIN “EXTRA’ ROLES 


American and_ British — students 
studying in Paris were able to earn a 
bit of pocket money by appearing as 
extras in MGM’s “The Reluctant 
Debutante,” during scenes filmed in the 
French capital. 

Among the students who danced with 
Sandra Dee at her big coming out ball 
in the romantic comedy were repre- 
sentatives of the American Interna- 
tional School, the English School of 
Paris, the British Embassy Church 
School, the American Community 
School and the British Institute of 
Learning. 

Rex Harrison, Kay Kendall, John 
Saxon and Miss Dee play top roles 
in the romantic comedy, which was 
directed by Vincente (“Gigi”) Min- 
nelli. 


KING EDWARD ONCE 
DANCED ON THIS SET 


The ballroom of the famous Hotel 
Continentale in Paris, where once King 
Edward of England danced, was rented 
by MGM for scenes in “The Reluctant 
Debutante.” 

The Continentale, once considered 
the most elegant hotel on the continent, 
has been the scene of hundreds of im- 
portant social events during the past 
60 years, with its huge ballroom often 
used for debutante dances. 

In “The Reluctant Debutante’ it is 
the scene for Sandra Dee’s debut, with 
Rex Harrison and Kay Kendall enact- 
ing her proud parents, and John Saxon 
as a drummer with whom she falls in 
love. 


THE ADDITIONAL SCENE AND 
PLAYER MATS, SHOWN _ IN 
THE COMPLETE CAMPAIGN 
MAT ON ANOTHER PAGE, MAY 
BE ORDERED SINGLY. 


REX AND KAY PERFORM 
MEAN ROCK 'N ROLL! 


Rex Harrison and Kay Kendall 
rocking ’n_ rolling! 

That’s what happens in MGM’s 
romantic comedy, “The Reluctant 
Debutante.” 

The famed stars perform the routine 
in a sequence depicting the coming- 
out party of their daughter, portrayed 
by Sandra Dee. 

After “Les Girls,” no one will be 
surprised at anything that the ex- 
uberant Miss Kendall does, but watch- 
ing staid Rex Harrison jive should 
come as a surprise to the legion of 
Harrison fans. 

Teen-age favorite John Saxon and 
Angela Lansbury also star in “The 
Reluctant Debutante,” which was filmed 
in CinemaScope and color, in Paris, 
under the direction of Vincente 
(“Gigi”) Minnelli. An Avon Produc- 
tion for MGM, it was produced by 
Pandro S. Berman. 


London’s Colorful Royal 
Horse Guards Seen in Film 


The famous Household Cavalry 
courtyard, seen yearly by thousands of 
sightseers: in London, was reproduced 
on the set of “The Reluctant Debutante” 
in Paris. Dressing the courtyard was 
Darryl Carey, of the Royal Horse 
Guards, who flew to Paris with his 
batman, Trooper Ruddick, to partici- 
pate in the Avon Production for 
MGM, starring Rex Harrison, Kay 
Kendall, John Saxon and Sandra Dee, 
and directed by Vincente (“Gigi”) 


Minnelli. 


TEEN- AGE TEAM 


John Saxon and Sandra Dee, 
Hollywood’s most popular teen- 
age couple, as they appear in 
MGM’s “The Reluctant Debu- 
tante,” co-starring Rex Harri- 
son, Kay Kendall and Angela 
Lansbury. The romantic com- 
edy, based on the New York and 
London stage success, was di- 
rected by Vincente (“‘Gigi’’) 
Minnelli. 


Still 1730-26 
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IT’S THE “OPEN SEASON?” 
ON YOUNG MEN! 
Titillating hilarity told 
in ticklish detail! 


Not since 
“Father of the Bride” 
such wonderful 
screen fun! 
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/ACE STAR CAST IN MGM'S 


“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 


STELLAR QUARTET .. . It’s Rex Harrison with Kay Kendall (Mrs. Harrison in private life) ; John 
Saxon with Sandra Dee, in MGM’s “The Reluctant Debutante,” star-studded filmization of the New 
York and London stage comedy hit. Harrison makes his first appearance on the screen since his 
smash Broadway hit in “My Fair Lady,” and it’s Miss Kendall’s first since “Les Girls.”? Saxon and 
Miss Dee are two of America’s most popular teen-age stars. The picture was filmed in CinemaScope 
and color on locations in Paris, under the direction of Vincente (“Gigi”) Minnelli. An Avon Pro- 
duction, it was produced by Pandro S. Berman. 


Still 1730-23 


FILMING ‘RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE’ IN PARIS AN 


When an American film company 
decides to make an English picture in 
France, certain international aspects 
are necessarily involved. 

In the case of MGM’s “The Re- 
luctant Debutante,” these had nothing to 
do with such complicated procedures as 
passports, language differences or 
work permits. Instead, they included 
-elatively “simple” maneuvers, such as 
inoving the London Airport to Paris, 
shooting in the streets without catch- 
ing a side glimpse of the Eiffel Tower 
or the Arc de Triomphe, and combing 
French schools for English teen-agers. 

Director Vincente Minnelli admits 
that what started out to bea “buzzard” 
of an assignment, turned out to be a 
“lark,” 

“We had to shoot the film in Paris,” 
he explained. “There was no studio 
space available in London and we were 
on an absolute deadline with Rex Har- 
rison. He had to be finished with our 


work to go into the London rehearsals 


The Reluctant Debutante Mat 3-A 


of ‘My Fair Lady,’ and if we lost 
him we would lose Kay Kendall too. 
Then there were Sandra Dee and John 
Saxon, both with commitments in 
Hollywood.” 

Since the extremely social nature 
of the Avon Production demanded a 
maximum of people in the various 
scenes, Minnelli found himself faced 
with the chore of ferreting out typi- 
cal British types and typical British 
accents among 50,000,000 Frenchmen. 

“I’m sure that every Britisher in 
Paris appeared at least once in the 
film,” he laughed. “We had business 


men, from stock brokers to shop-keep- 
ers and bankers, all turned actor and 
taking it seriously, too. Many of our 
scenes were shot at night to prevent 
interfering with the business interests 
of the British Empire in France. 
“English students in Paris schools 
were also recruited. We found them 
in the American Institute School of 
Garche, the English School of Paris, 
the British Embassy Church School, 
the American Community School and 


INTERNATIONAL LARK 


the British Institute of Learning. For- 
tunately, many of the ball sequences 
came at a time when the youngsters 
were between semesters. This gave 
them time away from their studies. 
However, we lost quite a few during 
the Easter holidays.” 

These were the boys and girls, for 
the most part, who crowded the ball- 
room of the famous Hotel Continentale 
in Paris, a room rented for the numer- 
ous party scenes of the picture. Once 
considered the most elegant hotel on 
the continent of Europe, it has been 
the scene of hundreds of important 
affairs during the past sixty years. 

“Since it has been used on numerous 
occasions for debutante balls, we were 
right at home,” Minnelli said. “We 
never realized how much at home until 
the management evicted our make- 
believe parties to stage the real thing. 
This happened twice.” 

Sets, in addition to the hotel ball- 
room and the interior of a fashionable 
apartment, included two typical Lon- 
don sights — the famous courtyard 
of the Household Cavalry, seen yearly 
by thousands of sightseers in London, 
and the London Airport. 


FILM TREAT FOR 
ANTIQUE LOVERS 


(For Furniture & Antique Page) 


Collectors and admirers of French 
antiques will have a treat in store when 
they view MGM’s “The Reluctant 
Debutante.” 

The apartment of the couple in the 
film, played by Rex Harrison and Kay 
Kendall, is 
French antiques. The furniture and 
accessories were loaned to MGM from 


the French government’s depository 


furnished entirely in 


and museums, with the set created by 


the well-known French designer, 
Deaubonne. 

An Avon Production for MGM, 
“The Reluctant Debutante” was filmed 
on location in Paris. Together with 
Harrison and Miss Kendall, the roman- 
tic comedy stars John Saxon, Sandra 


Dee and Angela Lansbury. 


Rex Harrison and screen daughter, Sandra Dee, hatch a plot to 
trick “mama” Kay Kendall into accepting John Saxon as a son- 
in-law in “The Reluctant Debutante,” MGM filmization of the 
New York and London stage hit. The romantic comedy was 
filmed in CinemaScope and color under the direction of Vincente 


(“Gigi”) Minnelli. 


Still 1730-87E 
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‘DEBUTANTE’ ROLE GAVE SANDRA DEE 
HIRST TASTE OF PARIS: SHE “LOVED IT!” 


Sandra Dee, sixteen-year-old Ameri- 
can motion picture star, is all for the 
Cole Porter song, “I Love Paris.” 

Sandra flew to the French capital 
when she was given the title role in 
“The Reluctant Debutante,” an Avon 
Production for MGM. Accompanied by 
her mother, Mrs. Mary Douvain, she 
was determined to see everything. 
While “everything” didn’t happen to 
be on the itinerary, she saw enough 
to know that she wants more at the 


earliest opportunity. 

“Working in ‘The Reluctant Debu- 
tante’ was absolutely super,” she 
beamed. “Just imagine having Rex Har- 
rison and Kay Kendall as a screen 
father and mother and John Saxon as a 
boy friend. I don’t know a single teen- 
ager who wouldn’t flip, and I’m no ex- 
ception.” 

So Sandy “flipped” and is still walk- 
ing around with her head in the clouds 
and with visions of the Eiffel Tower, 
the Arc de Triomphe, the Place de la 
Concorde, the Seine and the Left Bank. 

“I did pretty well in the sightseeing 
department,” she said, “considering 
that in addition to working in the film, 
I had to go to school four hours a day. 
But school was fun. My teacher turned 
out to be Sheldon Goldblum who, be- 
lieve it or not, taught at Le Conte Jun- 
ior High in Hollywood. He was in 
Paris, studying at the Sorbonne, and 
the California State Board of Edu- 
cation hired him as my teacher. We 
had wonderful times conversing in 
Hollywoodese instead of French. I 
tried to learn French but I just couldn’t 
get my tongue around those vowels.” 

However, with a teen-ager’s pen- 
chant for being curious, Sandra _re- 
fused to let a little matter of language 
stop her for long. 

“T developed a sign language,” she 
laughed, “and did most of my talking 
with my hands and eyes. I must say it 
worked, but I’m determined to learn to 


Teen-ager’s delight. Sandra Dee, 
plays the title role in MGM’s 


“The Reluctant Debutante,” 
high-flying comedy of the Lon- 
don social season, co-starring 
Rex Harrison, Kay Kendall, 
John Saxon and Angela Lans- 
bury. The picture was filmed in 
CinemaScope and color, under 
the direction of Vincente 
(“Gigi”) Minnelli. 


Still 1046 
The Reluctant Debutante Mat 1-E 


speak French before I go back again. 
I’m sure I missed a lot of very inter- 
esting conversations. This can’t happen 
again.” 

Be that as it may, Sandra actually 
missed very little. In addition to visit- 
ing and photographing all of the tour- 
ist spots, she was guest at a fashion 
showing, appeared on French television 
(speaking English) and developed a 
knack for shopping that amazed many 
an old timer. 


TEAMING REX HARRISON AND KAY KENDALL 
AS HUSBAND-AND-WIFE IDEAL CASTING 


Six years ago, when Rex Harrison 
and Kay Kendall got together to make 
a motion picture, titled “The Con- 
stant Husband,” there was no indica- 
tion that the team would end up as a 
constant husband-and-wife. But that’s 
the way things worked out. 

The Harrisons recently shared bill- 
ing again in MGM’s “The Reluctant 
Debutante,” filmization of the New 
York and London comedy hit. This fol- 
lowed closely on the heels of three im- 
portant events of 1957, their marriage, 
the close of Harrison’s record run in the 
New York production of “My Fair 
Lady” (he is now starring in the Lon- 
don company), and Kay Kendall’s sky- 
rocket rise to stardom in the film, “Les 
Girls.” 

““The Reluctant Debutante’ was the 
nicest thing that could have happened 
following our marriage,” Mrs. Harri- 
son beamed. “Most important was the 
fact that we worked together as husband 
and wife in the film, a chance that sel- 
dom comes in a careertime. Then there 
was the Paris location and the pleasant 
association with Director Vincente 
Minnelli and those two wonderful 
American youngsters, Sandra Dee 
and John Saxon. 

But Kay Kendall Harrison admits 
that she’s far different from the Kay 
Kendall who with fears and misgivings 


accepted the assignment in Sol C. Sie- 
gel’s “Les Girls,” less than a year 


ago. 
“IT was frightened out of my wits,” 
she says. “I told Rex that they would, 


no doubt, have to photograph me 
through layers of old kitchen curtains. 
All of the directors in England have 
complained about my face. Rex just 
laughed. ‘Nonsense,’ he said. ‘Look at 
me. They always claimed that my 
face was too long to photograph, but 
I’ve been around films for twenty 
years. ” 

This, Kay admits, gave her courage. 
She also was buoyed up by a bit of 
philosphy imparted by the philosophiz- 
ing Mr. Harrison. “Do the part,” he 
told her. “Work at it, but don’t fret.” 

“So now I don’t fret,” she said. “My 
career is still important, but it’s not 
that important.” 

Miss Kendall is the first to admit 


that her marriage to Harrison has giv- 
en her the first sense of security she 
has ever known. “I lived like a cham- 
pagne bottle—always about to pop my 
cork. I was a constant worrier. I had 
no real roots. I’ve been on the stage 
since I was eleven, and home to me 
meant either a hotel or a flat.” 

With prospects of a least a year in 
London before returning to the United 
States for stage and screen work, Rex 
and Kay are settling down to as much 
of a routine as is possible for the Har- 
risons. Part of the routine consists of 
thumbing through an old book of stills 
shot six years ago on their first co- 
starring venture, “The Constant Hus- 
band.” 

They can’t understand how they 
failed to recognize the fact that this 
one picture contract would turn into a 
lifetime deal. 


John Saxon, as the American 
drummer who sweeps Sandra 
Dee off her feet in “The Reluc- 
tant Debutante,’’” MGM roman- 
tic comedy co-starring Rex Har- 
rison, Kay Kendall, Angela 
Lansbury. A high-flying comedy 
of the London social season, the 
picture was filmed in Cinema- 
Scope and color, under the di- 
rection of Vincente (“‘Gigi’’) 
Minnelli. 
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XPLOITATIO 


IF WE were an exhibitor the appearance of Rex and Kay in 


one production would encourage us to do twice the amount 
of exploitation we did on our top pictures. Kay has boosted 
her box-office value since she starred in Les Girls, the sensa- 
tional comedy hit. With Rex and Kay its the best exploitation 


combination you’ve had in quite a while. 


Heading the high voltage all-star cast are: Rex Harrison, mak- 


ing his first film appearance since he became the rage of 


Broadway in ‘‘My Fair Lady”; Kay Kendall, the sensational 
comedy hit of ‘“‘Les Girls”; John Saxon, ‘latest idol of teen- 
age America; Sandra Dee, more beautiful and appealing even 
than she was in “Until They Sail’; and Angela Lansbury, 


one of Hollywood’s most talented actresses. 


You’ve got something in the Harrison and Kendall combina- 


tion, showmen, so let’s see you make the most of it! 


49948 
Still No. 2782E 


REX HARRISON 


UTILIZE PRODUCTION STILLS! 
Available from NSS 


Distribute Fan Photos ... To first attendees! 
Order stills (illustrated above): Rex Harrison 
2782E, Kay Kendall 2780E and John Saxon 
$1730-19 


VOTE FOR LOCAL DEBUTANTE 
IN CITY-WIDE CONTEST 


Money and social position characterize the 
debutante. However, you can give it a free, 
and not literal, interpretation for contest pur- 
poses. In other words, any young girl of high 
school or college age, regardless of her social 
or monetary background, is eligible to enter 
your contest, The idea is to have your public 
vote for local girls whom it thinks are best 
qualified to be designated as “The Reluctant 
Debs.” Voting coupons are printed by a news- 
paper and distributed by stores and theatres. 


TIE-UP WITH DEBUTANTE CHARITIES 


In every city the local debutante group is vitally 
interested in charity. Usually they hold a ball 
once a year in the interest of some particular 
charity. Arrangements should be made to have 
one of these groups sponsor the local opening 
of “THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE.” The 
debs themselves might serve as usherettes at the 
premiere showing. It could be handled as a real 
society turnout, with proceeds to go to the char- 


ity sponsored by the particular debutante group. 


Still No. 2780E 


KAY KENDALL 


KEY TO DEB’S HOPE CHEST 


Theatre manager should try to make arrange- 
ments for a “Debutante’s Hope Chest” to be 
featured in his lobby. Then will distribute keys, 
only one of which (or several) will open it. 
Signs, co-op ads, throw-aways (all three if pos- 
sible) announce that the lucky key (or keys) 
will entitle winner to contents of the chest. Tie- 
up with this stunt can be made with furniture 
store which might carry any one of several 
brands of nationally advertised chests. 


CATCHLINES 


SHE WAS A RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE 
—UNTIL SHE FELL IN LOVE 

* x * 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE’ — 
MGM’s MARRY-GO-ROUND OF MIRTH! 
. * * * 
HAVE YOU A DAUGHTER IN YOUR 
HOUSE? SEE “THE RELUCTANT 
DEBUTANTE” AND FIND OUT HOW 
SHE FEELS ABOUT MEN 

* * x 
IF YOU LIKE TO LAUGH THEN DON’T 
BE RELUCTANT ABOUT SEEING 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 

* Xf 2% 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 
IS FOR THE YOUNG IN HEART 

2 2 * 
“THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 
FOR PARENTS WITH DAUGHTERS 
AND DAUGHTERS WITH PARENTS 


Still No, S1730-19 


JOHN SAXON 


PROMOTE PAGE OF CO-OP ADS 
FOR DEBUTANTES 


Tie-in should be made in local situations with 
newspapers for a page of advertisements and a 
contest on “THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” 
—for the best letters on the subject: ““What gift 
does a modern debutante treasure the most?” 
Arrange for a number of modest size ads to fill 
up a page. Each merchant who participates 
should agree to donate one of the items he ad- 
vertises if his gift is selected by the contest win- 
ner. Ads would be for a watch, bracelet, travel- 
ling equipment, ete. Angle is that each contest- 
ant — a debutante of present or future — writes 
50 words on which of the gifts advertised she 
would like to receive, with her reasons why. 
Best letter then gets that gift from the merchant. 
Second letter receives another gift from the 
page. Theatre might give free passes for the 
next 10 best letters. 


‘THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE’ 
NEWSPAPER PAGE 


See if you can get local society editor to run a 
Sunday feature entitled — “The Reluctant Deb- 
utante” showing various social leaders at play 
and work. In addition, a production still should 
be shown with credits — MGM’s new Cinema- 
Scope and Color comedy-drama starring Rex 
Harrison, Kay Kendall, John Saxon and Sandra 
Dee starting at the.... Theatre beginning..... 
Production Still 1730-9 from NSS, can be used 
for this purpose. . ' 


HIGH SOCIETY THEATRE 
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The riotous romance of 
two teenage rebels and 
a couple of chaperones 
who needed chaperon- 


ing themselves! 
MGM 


presents | 


METROCOLOR 


John SAXON Sandra DEE 
Angela LANSBURY 


Screen Play by 


WILLIAM DOUGLAS HOME 


Based On the Play by WILLIAM DOUGLAS HOME 
AVON PRODUCTION 
Directe Produced by 


VINCENTE MINNELL! PANOROS. BERMAN 


) OH THAT 
SAXON = 
DREAMBOAT! 
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Cool 


M-G-M presents—a new high 
in HIGH ee HILARITY! 
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(STAR OF ‘MY FAIR LADY’) (STAR OF ‘LES GIRLS’) ; 


The Reluctant 
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‘The Reluctant 
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John SAXON - Sandra DEE 


Angela LANSBURY 
CINEMASCOPE & METROCOLOR 


NEXT ATTRACTION 


Ad No. L-104 
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Ad No. L-202—2 Cols. x 334," (106 Lines) 


THURS. at COOL 
THEATRE 


IT’S HIGH SOCIETY 
HILARITY... 


when a blue-blooded deb dates 
_a dream-boy drummer 
«Her parents want @ 
a millionaire 


_* CINEMASCOPE 
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WILLIAM DOUGLAS HOME 


aN "AVON PRODUCTION 


VINCENTE MINNELLI * PANDRO S. BERMAN 
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c THEATRE 


LAST 2 DAYS 
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THURS 
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Rex Kay || 
HARRISON - KENDALL 


STAR of ‘MY FAIR LADY’ STAR of “LES GIRLS’ 


‘The Reluctant 
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Angela LANSBURY : 
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| Col. x 5" (70 Lines) 


| ppso-sa 


1730-58 


MUSIC STORE TIE-UP 


Use these for instrument, sheet-music and 


record windows. Stills 1730-36, 58 and 93. 


1730-36 


1730-93E 


WIN PRIZES — FIND THE 
RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE 


Choose a local girl to impersonate Sandra Dee 
as The Reluctant Deb. Publish her photos in 
newspaper together with daily stories and itiner- 
ary. She shops and visits stores and salesrooms 
and public buildings at prescribed hours. First 
person making correct identification receives 
the announced cash award. Excellent for ex- 


ploiting your picture title. 


STREET BALLY STUNT 


A simple and effective street bally stunt can be 
arranged by having a pretty girl and escort 
dressed in formal wear walk through the busiest 
streets of your town advertising via card hand- 
outs your playdate of “The Reluctant Debu- 
tante.”” The stunt can carry more effect if the 
gal sings some of the songs from the movie 
accompanied by the gentleman who plays an 


accordion or other musical instrument. 


ROVING PHOTOGRAPHER 
SNAPS LOCAL “DEBS” 


You can change the foregoing stunt into a 
roving newspaper or theatre photographer bally- 
hoo, announcing he will snap pictures of 
shopping luncheon and theatre crowds. Girls 
whose photos are identified in some distinctive 
manner shou!d receive guest tickets. Headline 
the photographic reproduction in newspaper 
or theatre — THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE 
WANTS TO MEET THESE LUCKY “DEBU- 
TANTES.” 


ENTER YOUR DOG IN “THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE” DOG SHOW 


He doesn’t have to be a thoroughbred! — He doesn’t have to have a pedigree! 


The basic idea is to have juveniles and adults exhibit dogs which have never been 


entered before in a dog show of any kind — a ‘“‘Canine Coming-Out Party” for the 


largest, smallest, funniest, ugliest, handsomest and shaggiest dogs in town. Pro- 


mote prizes from pet shops and department stores and frame it so that one of the 


stars apparently endorses the contest or congratulates the winners. 


The line drawings 
illustrated here 
are not available 
as mats. They may 
be used as art in 
constructing line 
plate ads for use 
where half-tone 
results are not of 
the best. 
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MGM presents 


Rex Kay 
HARRISON - KENDALL 


‘The RELUCTANT 
DEBUTANTE’ 


CINEMASCOPE & METROCOLOR 


M-G-M presents in CINEMASCOPE and® 
METROCOLOR... HIGH SOCIETY FUN! 


co-starring John SAXON. Sandra DEF John SAXON. Sandra DEE Rex Kay 
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ANGELA LANSBURY - ns teaceo 


An Avon Production seem 


Rex Harrison and Kay Kendall, hus- ssociate Feature and/or Sho 
band and wife in real life, play Mr. eT se 2 i ied 
and Mrs. on the screen in MGM’s State 
sophisticated romantic comedy, ‘The 
gees nok oe eri Sa one 
on, Sandra Dee and Angela Lansbury. 
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HARRISON = KENDALL 


JOHN SAXON 
| SANDRA DEE 
ANGELA LANSBURY 


Screen Play by William Douglas Home « Based ona Play by William Douglas Home 
In CinemaScope and METROCOLOR * AN AVON PRODUCTION 
Directed by Vincente Minnelli + Produced by Pandro S. Berman 
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Associate Feature 
and/or Shorts 


Kay Kendall wee daughter Sandra Dee and husband. Rex Harrison jn a 
scene from MGM’s ‘‘The Reluctant Deb.’’ Also starred in the romantic 


comedy are John Saxon and Angela Lansbury. 


Mat 2-D Ad No. 206—2 2 Cols. x TY," (200 ined) 


COMPOSITE AD AND Individual Mats Pictured Above May be Ordered Singly (By Numbers 
PUBLICITY MAT SPECIAL MAT NO. 1 Indicated) At Regular Prices from NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICS 


RADIO ANNOUNCEMENTS 


150-Word Live Announcement No. 1 


ANNOUNCER: MGM presents the fun show of the year 
... about the wackiest deb of the year—THE RELUC- 
TANT DEBUTANTE. Reluctant? Well not always... 
Our pretty debutante—Sandra Dee—gets right into 
the romantic groove when she meets bongo-beating 
Johnnie Saxon. THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE brings 
you the story of a riotous revolt by two teenage fugi- 
tives from the social register. And—as two chaperones 
who need chaperoning themselves—you'll see that 
“My Fair Lady’’ man, Rex Harrison...and that red- 
headed girl of “Les Girls,’” Kay Kendall. THE RELUC- 
TANT DEBUTANTE is a marry-go-round of mirth...a 
gleeful frolic about love... with Sandra Dee as the 
prettiest teenage rebel of the beat generation ...and 
John Saxon as the handsome drummer whose tempo 
matches the beat of her heart. It's a CinemaScope and 
MetroColor version of the famed and funny Broadway 
play. See THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE—starring Rex 
Harrison and Kay Kendall. Starting....at.... Theatre. 


150-Word Live Announcement No. 2 


ANNOUNCER: MGM gleefully presents — THE RELUC- 
TANT DEBUTANTE! A CinemaScope and MetroColor 
version of the fabulously funny Broadway play. Rex 
Harrison and his fair lady Kay Kendall are the more 
than eager chaperones who finally need to be chap- 
eroned themselves...and lovely Sandra Dee is THE 
RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE—reluctant about everything 
but young Johnnie Saxon’s bongo beat. This riotous 
romance of teenage fugitives from the social register 
introduces aq new young comedy sensation, Peter 
Meyers, as high society's version of a wolf—and An- 
gela Lansbury is hilarious as the socialite who tries to 
keep the wolf from the door. It's a fine and fancy frolic 
about love—which no one in the cast is reluctant about! 
see this rockin’ revolt against the ritzy set led by THE 
RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE—See Rex Harrison, Kay 
Kendall, Sandra Dee and bongo beating Johnnie Saxon 
in THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE—In CinemaScope 
and MetroColor—Starting....at.... Theatre. 


35-Word Live Announcement No. 1 


ANNOUNCER: Watch THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE 
stage a rock-n-roll revolt against Chaperones Rex Har- 
rison and Kay Kendall! Sandra Dee's the debutante 
...John Saxon her bongo-beating beau! See MGM's 
THE RELUCTANT DEBUTANTE. In CinemaScope and 
MetroColor. Starting....at.... Theatre. 


35-Word Live Announcement No. 2 


ANNOUNCER: Meet MGM's—THE RELUCTANT DEB- 

UTANTE! Watch Rex Harrison and Kay Kendall chap- 

eroning Sandra Dee in a Society rock-n-roll revolt! Hear 

John Saxon beat the bongos! See THE RELUCTANT 

DEBUTANTE! CinemaScope and MetroColor. Starting 
..at.... Theatre. 
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REX HARRISON. 
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Not since M-G-M's 
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Ad No. 306—3 Cols. x 8"' (336 Lines) 


8 x 10 COLOR PRINTS 
(12 to a Set!) 


These are available for general exhibitor lobby 
and tie-up display purposes. These full-color 
lithograph stills, showing the stars and high- 
light scenes from the production are packaged 
in glassine envelopes and sold by National 
Screen. 


The “B Sets”’ of stills comprised of advertis- 
ing and publicity photos are available in black 
and white, These sets also include a number 
of production stills in black and white so that 
theatres desiring that type of photography for 
publicity and advertising purposes will be com- 
pletely covered. 
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POSTERS and LOBBY CARDS 


ORDER ALL ACCESSORIES FROM YOUR LOCAL NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE EXCHANGE. 
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“B’ SET SHOWMANSHIP PHOTOGRAPHIC PACKAGE 


A practical black-and-white photo selection of material for 
advertising, exploitation, window tie-ups, lobbies—including 
a special selection of scene stills from the picture for news- 


JOHN SAXON 
SANDRA DEE 


paper and other publicity purposes. 


All the stills are 8 x 10. Order in complete sets, or as many 
individual stills as required—from your local branch of 


NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 
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Printed in U.S, A, 


Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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